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TO DISCOVER HOW YOU CAN BE INVOLVED IN ONE LAPTOP PER CHILD, VISIT WWW.LAPTOP.ORG[ [

ONE LAPTOP PER CHILD

O“OLPC [One Laptop Per Child] started in 1970 as a concept called ‘teaching 

children thinking,’ launched by Seymour Papert, a colleague of Jean Piaget in 

Geneva, and recent to MIT. In 1982 he and I did computer projects with kids in 

Pakistan, Senegal and Colombia… 

Throughout the 80s and 90s the MIT Media Lab had a learning group and project 

akin to OLPC. These groups were conducted in Costa Rica and other places. 

In 1999, my former wife and I built a school in rural Cambodia, which my son 

connected to the Internet – and provided the kids with laptops.”

– Nicholas Negroponte

Cofounder and chairman emeritus of MIT’s Media Lab, Nicholas Negroponte 

has a mission. That mission is to provide children in developing countries with a 

means to learn, create, share and empower themselves through technology. By 

giving these – the world’s poorest children – access to a laptop computer they 

can call their own, Negroponte believes the kids will become more engaged in 

their education, with each other, and with the world at large. 

This project, which was referred to by many as the “$100 Laptop,” was 

initially announced to the world at the 2006 World Economic Forum in Davos, 

Switzerland. Negroponte organized the non-pro� t One Laptop Per Child 

organization to oversee the project and to not only design the computer, but 

to � nd a manufacturer to produce a durable, low cost, low power, yet powerful 

laptop. This vision eventually evolved into the OLPC’s XO…and although not 

yet at $100 (but getting closer to that bottom line) it has made a difference in 

the lives of approximately two million children that may have otherwise never 

experienced the technology that so many of us take for granted.

To date, almost 1.6 million children and teachers in Latin America have been 

affected by this project, primarily in Uruguay (the � rst to provide all elementary 

school kids with a laptop), Peru, Argentina and Mexico.  An additional 500,000 

kids in Africa and the world are connected to the future through the XO.  

Negroponte is most proud of the Uruguay program, “…because it was not only 

the � rst, but a careful sequence with the full resolve of the Head of State, 

who said publicly that this would be his legacy. He said every child…and did 

every child.”

OLPC does not receive applications from hopeful program participants. 

Rather, says Negroponte, “We go to where we are invited, and where the 

government can pay to [supply a laptop] to every child.” This is yet another 

aspect of the program that makes it so unusual…OLPC merges private, 

non-pro� t and governmental agencies and has put a solid business plan into 

place to solve a societal issue. OLPC doesn’t make grants…it receives them 

from big business.

Of barriers Negroponte says there were many. Language, however is not 

one of them. Today the XO runs in 25 languages, some of which, such as 

Mongolian, attract little commercial interest for the big guys in the computer 

industry. Negroponte found, however, the biggest barriers “were those 

created by commercial forces...”

Negroponte believes this technology has altered the lives of students. “It 

changes their lives by changing their roles in the community. They are not 

merely the recipients of some curriculum that adults planned for them. They 

themselves are the agents of change.”

Negroponte has also discovered that what these children lack most are the 

resources – which he and his philanthropic partners provide – but not the 

capability, “I have not met a student who needs to be taught how to use a laptop. 

Most adults ask their children – including me asking mine. In fact, in Peru, and I am 

sure in other places, many children are teaching their parents to read and write.” 

”AND,” SAYS NEGROPONTE, “I HOPE THAT PUTS GOOSEBUMPS ON 

YOUR GOOSEBUMPS.”

   NICHOLAS NEGROPONTE IS DEDICATED TO CONNECTING KIDS TO THE FUTURE
Article based on an exclusive interview with Nicholas Negroponte, May 2011 in New York.
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